“Founded in 1924 in the belief that there is more that binds us together than separates us in the worship of God.”

12.02.2018
CHAPEL 8:30 A.M.
C2 SERVICE (COMMUNITY HALL) 10:00 A.M.
SANCTUARY SERVICE 10:00 A.M.

WELCOME
Recognizing the wide welcome offered to all through Jesus Christ, Community Church opens its arms to all.
We strive to offer Christ’s wide welcome to all people, regardless of creed, age, race, or sexual identity.
We invite you to join our congregation in worship and in membership,
as we allow our lives to be shaped by the loving outreach of Christ.

*Please rise in body or spirit. Bold text indicates congregational participation.
Please refrain from applause during worship until invited.
Teachers will lead children grades Pre-K through 5th grade to Sunday school after the Passing of the Peace.
Nursery care available during our C2 and Sanctuary worship services. Our services are live-streamed via internet,
capturing the chancel & the congregation and may appear on social media.

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
PRELUDE

Variations on “Winchester New”
David Lasky

COMMUNITY WORDS

Jill A. Truax, organ
Dr. Robert T. Baggott

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
CALL TO WORSHIP AND OPENING PRAYER

Dr. Casey G. Baggott

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN AND ENTRANCE OF THE CHRIST LIGHT
“Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

*LITANY
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:

Hear, people of God! The LORD has promised righteousness to the nations of the earth.
We wait and trust in our God, whose advent is certain and sure.
With God’s coming, all promises of justice and mercy are fulfilled.
With God’s coming, hopes are restored and spirits are redeemed.
Let us ready our lives for the coming of the long-awaited Hope of the world! Let us pray.

STUTTGART

Tom Richards

*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God who is, and was, and is to come, make us ready for you at all times and in all ways. Help us to
prepare a place for you. As we decorate, remind us that our faith in you must be more than
decorative. As the season’s cheer builds and grows, let our love for one another build even more
strongly. As our minds turn to the bustle of celebration, remind us to turn our hearts to holiness.
Forgive us when our preparations for this season become shallow or trivial. Reorient us and keep
our hands, minds, and hearts ever in readiness for you. Sustain us in our waiting by strengthening
our hope. Amen.
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*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
*ADVENT GLORIA AND

Rev. Holly H. Adams

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Rev. David W. Johnson

Children Pre-K through 5th grade are invited to join the Pray Ground in the Garden Room as directed,
where they will share in faithful play in accordance with today’s lesson.
Children will return to their families in time to participate in communion together.
Parents and children are invited to participate in Holy Chaos/C3 after worship in Commotion.

ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD
ANTIPHONAL READING FROM THE PSALTER

Cantor and Congregation

Antiphon: Congregation may join the cantor in singing the antiphon.

Cantor and Congregation
One: 1 O LORD, make me know your ways. Teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth, and teach me: I
have hoped in you all day long.
Cantor and Congregation
One: 2 Good and upright is the LORD; he shows the way to sinners. He guides the humble in right judgement;
to the humble he teaches his way.
Cantor and Congregation
One: 3 Give praise to God the Almighty, to his Son, Jesus Christ, the LORD, to the Spirit who dwells in our
hearts, both now and forever. Amen.
Cantor and Congregation
RESPONSE
Dr. Robert T. Baggott
One: May God who commanded light to shine out of darkness enlighten our way today.
All: Amen.
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READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES

Rev. David W. Johnson

One: God’s message finds utterance in our midst.
All: We wait and listen for God’s word to us today.
Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for
me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them
up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the
people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the
name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth; 5 and he shall be the one of peace.
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RESPONSE
One: In an unexpected place and among unlikely people a Savior will be born.
All: He will stand in strength and majesty as our shepherd and protector.
*HYMN OF DEVOTION
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”

CALL TO THE GOSPEL LESSON

SAINT THEODULPH

Dr. Robert T. Baggott

One: Silence in us, O God, any voice but your own.
All: May your Word be proclaimed and received here today.
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Matthew 24:30-37
30Then

the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and
they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. 31And he will
send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other.
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know
that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very
gates. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 35Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
36

RESPONSE
One:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM

“People, Look East!”
Craig Phillips

Chancel Choir

People, look East. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth, and set the table.
People, look, East, and sing today. Love, the guest is on the way.
Furrow, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look East, and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way.
Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled.
Even the hour when wings are froz’n, He for fledging time has chosen.
People, look East, and sing today. Love, the bird is on the way.
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look East, and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.
Ah, Christ who brings new life to earth. Set every peak and valley humming,
with the word, the Lord is coming. Look East and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.
SERMON

“Roses and Realism”
Dr. Casey G. Baggott
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. Matthew 24:35

CHORAL REFLECTION

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung,
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, By faithful prophets sung.
It came a floweret bright, Amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.
Isaiah ·twas foretold it. The rose I have in mind,
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright She bore for us a Savior,
When half spent was the night.
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Chancel Choir

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
UNISON CALL TO OFFERING
Tom Richards
Wondrous God, today we offer our gifts in glad expectation of the birth of your Son among us. Let
these gifts help to prepare the way of the One who gives hope in harshest times, and sustains us day
by day. Amen.
OFFERTORY

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen (Low How a Rose E’er Blooming) Andrew R. Galuska, organ
Johannes Brahms

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
CALL TO COMMUNION
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:

Clergy of the Church

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us thank God.
It is good to give God thanks and praise.
Let us pray. Eternal and faithful God, a cry in the wilderness speaks of Christ’s coming in the
fullness of time. Prophets echo the bold proclamation. Apostles assure us his advent is certain. We
wait with expectation. The bread and cup we share today are our reminders that Christ promised to
be among us in this feast of earthly remembrance and heavenly anticipation. Let his spirit fill our
waiting hearts with hope and joy. Let his presence bring us a peace that binds us together, making us
one family. With the faithful of every time and every place, we praise you God, for the gifts of grace
we receive both at this table and every day of our lives. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Everyone is welcome to share in Holy Communion!
Our Communion wine is non-alcoholic.
Gluten free communion wafers are available on tables in the narthex for those requiring them.
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

“Come to us, O Emmanuel”
Marty Haugen
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Chancel Choir and Congregation,
as directed

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)

Dr. Robert T. Baggott

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

THE SENDING FORTH
*RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

TRURO

Dr. Casey G. Baggott
Improvisation on “Veni Emmanuel”

Andrew R. Galuska, organ

IN WORSHIP TODAY
DEACON: Tom Richards

ACOLYTE: Sirus Cetrulo
TODAY WE REMEMBER…
Richard (Mike) Mahlon Michelbach, who died November 23rd. A service was held in the Chapel on December 1st .
THE FLOWERS TODAY ARE DEDICATED TO THE GLORY OF GOD GIVEN...
by Joanne and Gerry Duhaime in loving memory of George Rudy
by Kathy Hicks and their family in loving memory of Darryl Hicks
by Kathryn Collins Roshkind in loving memory of Robert Collins
by Eleanor Sexton and her family in loving memory of Lucy Woodward Sexton
by Sally and Jim Toffey to the Glory of God and in loving memory of their first born son
Please join us outside Community Hall for refreshments and conversation.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS...

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS: If you would like to help decorate for the holiday season by donating a
poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone special, please complete this form drop off your payment of $25 to
the church office or place both in the offering plate. PLEASE PRINT:
I would like to donate a Poinsettia…
In Memory of: ___________________________or In Honor
of:____________________________________
My Name: ______________________________________ Phone Number: __________________________
Deadline is Sunday, December 16th. For more information please call 772-562-3633 or
email: suzanne.rice@ccovb.org
THANK YOU!

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9TH: The sermon, “The Unclutttered Life” will be given by Dr. Robert T. Baggott at
the 8:30 a.m. Chapel service and the 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary service and E-cast at the 10:00 a.m, C2 service in
Community Hall. All are welcome.
CALLING ALL GREETERS: A Big Thank You to the Horsley family, Mary Ann Lyle, and Gil Peirce for
welcoming everyone on Sunday!
THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE: Perhaps you know someone who is just not in the mood to celebrate a merry
and festive Advent and Christmas season. This may be a particularly difficult season as they mourn the loss of a
loved one or bear the brokenness of the world on their shoulders. Or perhaps you seek a time and place for
contemplation and calm. If so, this service of communion, anointing and prayer promises solace. Plan to be with
us for this time of healing comfort on Sunday, December 16th at 2:00 p.m. in Grace Chapel. A reception will
follow.
LIFELONG FITNESS CLASSES: Come join our Lifelong Fitness classes every Monday and Wednesday morning at
9:30 a.m. in Commotion. Led by Elaine Matthes, we work on balance, flexibility, strength training, and endurance.
Call Elaine at 772-469-2309 for more information.
GOT PRAYERS? GOT PRAYERS TO SHARE?: Come join us for prayer at a new time and in a new way. Tuesdays
from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. in the Library. We “pray about everything in every way [we] know how!” Ephesians 6:18
LABYRINTH WALK: The Labyrinth will be open on Thursdays at 5:00 p.m. for a time of quiet reflection. All are
welcome. Please enter the Education Building through the doors on the second floor balcony. Advent devotions
are available for you to pick up.
JINGLE JAM: Please plan to join us on Saturday, December 8th between 10:00 a.m and noon for a festive event
for the whole family as we celebrate this Christmas season. Santa will be with us for photos with the kids. There
will be singing, snacks, crafts and fun for all.
ADVENT HYMNS AND HOPS: We want to express a very warm and special thank you to our friends at Post and
Vine where we gathered on November 25th to ring in the Christmas season with our Advent Hymn and Hops.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS...
MISSION MINISTRY
MISSION WATCH: Dasie Bridgewater Hope. The Dasie Bridgewater Hope Center in Wabasso empowers the
students it serves to be self-confident, responsible and well-rounded individuals in a safe and nurturing
environment. They work to remove barriers so children can concentrate on learning and achieving their full
potential through programming that includes the arts, a bake center and café, mentoring, and tutoring that
reinforces classroom curriculum and encourages creative and critical thinking. Community Church mission dollars
have purchased them a keyboard in addition to our regular support. The keyboard was purchased for use with
their new choir that is led by our own Rachel Carter. Volunteers help Dasie Hope bring dreams to reality.
WANTED: BELL RINGERS FOR THE SALVATION ARMY As in years past, your Mission Board is supporting the
Salvation Army’s Christmas fund raising effort by volunteering to ring a bell and solicit donations at the Publix
market at Grand Harbor. Volunteers are invited to sign up at the Missions Outreach table for bell ringing on
Fridays, December 7th, December 14th, and December 21st. Shifts are two hours and all are welcomed. Dress
for the season, bring family and friends, and have fun! You may also volunteer by calling the church office at
772-562-3633.
HELP MILITARY MOMS FILL 50 CHRISTMAS BOXES FOR OUR TROOPS! : The boxes will be distributed
TODAY after the 8:30 a.m. service and before and after the 10:00 a.m. services. These boxes may be filled and
mailed NO later than December 11th for our service men and women, bringing them a little bit of home for the
holidays. Any questions, please call the church office at 772-562-3633.
CHRISTMAS WISH TREE: This Christmas mission helps families who otherwise couldn’t provide Christmas gifts
for their children. Working through agencies such as Dasie Bridgewater Hope, Samaritan Center, Children's
Home Society, and many more, the Community Church Mission Board hopes to reach and serve 350 families
throughout Indian River County. Starting today, we encourage you to take a tag from the tree, purchase the
suggested item on the back and return the unwrapped gift(s) to the church office by Sunday, December 9th, so that
your gifts can be delivered back through the agencies to be distributed to the children by Christmas. Thank you
for helping to make a child's Christmas brighter.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS...
ADULT EDUCATION
BIBLE STUDY: Come to learn about sacred texts of our faith, and to let them speak to us in ways that challenge,
affirm, comfort, and support us. Participants enjoy learning with and from one another as they gather to discuss
this week’s lectionary scripture. All are welcome.
 Women’s Bible Study - Is held on Tuesdays from 5:00-6:00 p.m. The 11:00 a.m. group is held on
Wednesdays. Both classes are led by Dr. Casey G. Baggott and meet in Community Hall East. Bring a
sandwich and stay for lunch on Wednesday, December 5th after class.
 Men’s Bible Study - Is held on Tuesdays at 7:00 a.m. (donuts and coffee provided) in Community Hall
East and is led by Dr. Robert T. Baggott. The 11:00 a.m. class will resume in January.
 Monday evening Bible Study: Creation, Joseph and his coat, the parting of the Red Sea, and a talking
donkey. All this and more is found in the first five books of the Bible. This week we take a look at this
material and why it matters. Men and women are welcome to join us at 7:00 p.m. in the Garden Room.
The class is led by Rev. David W. Johnson.
THE SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN LIVING: “How Do the Ten Commandments Apply Now?” All are welcome
to join us in Community Hall on Mondays from 3:30-5:00 p.m. (Is there anything in the Ten Commandments to
really care about, as Christians or are they simply artifacts of another world? Are they still really an authentic
criteria for anyone’s life, let alone our own?) Using the video series developed by Joan Chittister, OSB, we will
look at how the commandments might still apply today. We will watch the video and then staff members will lead
us in discussion. Contact Elaine Matthes for more information at elaine.matthes@ccovb.org or 772-469-2309.
MEN’S RETREAT: The annual Men’s retreat will be January 31st through February 1st, 2019. The title of the
retreat is “Male in a Whale: Jonah’s Story and What it Means for Men Today.” This retreat is designed to help
men reflect on their lives, connect with what matters most to them, and discover God’s call for daily life. The
retreat will once again be led by Douglas Wysockey-Johnson of Richmond, VT who is the Executive Director,
Lumunos Inc.
COMMUNITY@COMMUNITY: Saving Jesus. This week we explore and discuss the intellectual, cultural, and
political world into which Jesus was born in order to gain the context needed to understand his ministry. Our
program will begin at 6:00 p.m., preceded by vespers at 5:45 p.m. Our 5:00 p.m. dinner will be chicken florentine
with parmesan cream sauce and a vegetable. Reservations can be made by stopping in or calling the church office
by Monday at 5:00 p.m.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS...
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY
NURSERY CARE: Today we offer nursery care (infants-3 year olds) during the C2 and Sanctuary worship services.
Parents are asked to please bring their children to the 2nd floor of our Education Building prior to service. Infants 23 months meet in Rm. 221, and toddlers (2-3 year olds) meet in Rm. 222.
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH: Our Middle School Youth Group (6-8 grade) meets every Wednesday from
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. You are encouraged to bring friends. Pizza and snacks will be available for purchase.
PANDEMONIUM: All Middle School youth (6-8 grade) are invited to join Doug Johnson for Mystery Dinner Party
night for December’s Pandemonium. It will be in Commotion, on Sunday, December 9th, from 5:30-8:00 p.m.
The cost is $7.00 per person and includes dinner. Please RSVP on signupgenius.com by Wednesday, December 5th.

MUSIC AND FINE ARTS
HOLY CHAOS AND C3: Music and Fine Arts opportunities for children and youth continue after church in
Commotion. This is a musical opportunity to offer development for a child in the area of fine arts. It will be
offered around 11:00 a.m. for those interested in sharing their musical talents in worship. Families are invited to
gather for coffee, child friendly snacks, games, and fellowship after the 10:00 a.m. services. Children are invited to
check out a book from our new library cart. Please join us for a time of fellowship as we begin to rebuild our
children’s music program. We hope to see you there!
C3 - N - HARMONY: A season of chiming has begun. Children ages 8-13 are invited to join Rachel Carter and Jill
Truax for this fun and creative experience. Rehearsals are on Tuesday and Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. Participants
may choose one or both days for their attendance.
CALLING ALL ARTISTS!!!: Join us for the Celebration of
Creativity January 19th-20th. This is an opportunity to share with
each other the amazing gifts we have been given in the visual
arts. We invite you to submit your artwork. Submissions may
be in all mediums as well as photography, textiles, needlework,
sculpture and ceramics. We limit one entry per person. This art
display is open to all members and friends. The more the
merrier. For details you may call Teryl Viner at 772-589-3060 or
Glenda Taylor at 772-473-0624. The schedule and additional
information will be available at the front office. If you are
planning on participating please respond to Teryl Viner at
teryl@earthlink.net by December 15th.
COMMUNITY CONCERT SERIES: Join us for our Advent
Organ and Poetry series. Our organist and Director of Music
and Fine Arts, Andrew Galuska and nationally-recognized poets
will illuminate the many moods of Advent as they present music
and the spoken word together. Sean Sexton will be the featured
poet this Thursday, December 6th at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
NOEL! NOEL!: Please join us on Sunday, December 9th at 7:00
p.m. for a Christmas gift to the community. Celebrate the
sounds of Chrismas with the Community Church Chancel
Choir, Vero Beach Choral Society, Tapestry Brass, Atlantic
Ringers, and pianists Rochelle Sallee and Jacob Craig as we ring
in the holiday season.

1901 23RD STREET, VERO BEACH, FL 32960
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(772) 562 - 3633

www.ccovb.org

CHRISTMAS SEASON SCHEDULE
December 2, 2018
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 6, 13, and 20, 2018

December 8, 2018
December 9, 2018

December 14, 2018
December 16, 2018

ADVENT ORGAN &
POETRY SERIES
JINGLE JAM

December 24, 2018

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary: Join organist Andrew R. Galuska and local
poets to hear the spoken word in poetry and organ literature lifting
up the many moods of Advent.
10:00 a.m. Christmas fun event for the whole family.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:30 a.m. Grace Chapel, 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary, 10:00 a.m. C2 Service,
in Community Hall.
(Sunday School and Nursery Care will be available at the 10:00 a.m. Service)

A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary: “NOEL, NOEL” Celebrate the sounds of
Christmas with the Community Church Chancel Choir, Vero
Beach Choral Society, Tapestry Brass, Atlantic Ringers, and pianist
Rochelle Sallee and Jacob Craig as we ring in the holiday season.

HOLLY JOLLY TROLLEY

5:00 p.m. Meet at 4:45 p.m. in the Choir Room for caroling out in
the community followed by cookies and cocoa.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
December 23, 2018

8:30 a.m. Grace Chapel, 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary, 10:00 a.m. C2 Service,
in Community Hall.
(Sunday School and Nursery Care will be available at the 10:00 a.m. Service)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CHRISTMAS EVE

December 30, 2018
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

8:30 a.m. Grace Chapel, 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary, 10:00 a.m. C2 Service,
in Community Hall.
(Sunday School and Nursery Care will be available at the 10:00 a.m. Service)
2:00 p.m. Chapel: A service of communion, anointing,
remembrance, and healing.
8:30 a.m. Grace Chapel, 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary, 10:00 a.m. C2 Service,
in Community Hall.
(Sunday School and Nursery Care will be available at the 10:00 a.m. Service)
3:00 p.m. Chapel: Service with soloist and homily.
4:30 p.m. Sanctuary: Family Christmas Service.
7:00 & 9:00 p.m. Sanctuary: Lessons and Carols with orchestra,
and chancel choir.
11:00 p.m. Community Hall: C2 Rock the Manger.
(Nursery Care will be available at the 7:00 & 9:00 p.m. Services)
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary
(Sunday School and Nursery Care will be available at the 10:00 a.m. Service)
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